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We now live in the time of the Gaian hierophant. This is the one who reveals and shows us how
to relate to the sacred aspects of Gaia, our planet. Who is this hierophant? Each of us, when we
join the campaign with Gaia against the desecration of our natural environment. But first we have
to discover what the Earth really is.The Earth's thousands of sacred sites hold a secret: they are
functional parts of the planet's geomantic body, consciousness nodes in the Earth's subtle body.
Each veils a Light temple, each once known widely and remembered in myth, and Welcome to
Your Designer Planet! documents 165 different kinds.The Earth is not an accident of the
cosmos, but was designed specifically for humans as an extended Mystery temple primed to
support and enhance our greater awareness. And the designers intended that humans help
maintain it. Want to help the ecosystem and modulate global warming and climate change? Plug
yourself into the Earth's Light grid through your nearest sacred site and start helping.Earth
Mysteries researcher Richard Leviton presents a working model of the Earth's geomantic reality
based on 24 years of research. The world's myths are the doorway into this fantastic domain of
the Earth's visionary geography, showing us where to go and what to do and even what kinds of
spiritual beings to expect to see.The future of the Earth is in our hands. Here are some pages
from its design manual showing us how to fine-tune our wonderful host planet.
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For Ray Master Lao Tzu, formulator of Taoism, and also, in his guise as Tibet’s Shenrab-Miwo,
founder of Bon and its shamanic lifestyle, for the, if I may presume to put it this way, very cool
visionary adventures and introductions into aspects of the arcane Earth offered me and, I should
think, anyone else who wants such marvels.And for Al Gore, Gaian hierophant and America’s
once and future president.

Introduction Why Saying “The Earth Is a Designer Planet” Can Radically Change Our
WorldWords are powerful, and here are six words that could transform the world. The Earth is a
designer planet. What’s the big deal about these six words?The big deal is that they ignite a
syllogism, as powerful as a nuclear bomb. Western culture, Christianity, and medicine have
schooled us in a dead philosophy of matter and an erroneous causal logic. Matter is inert,
consciousness is a by-product of the brain’s processes, the Earth is an accidental product of
collisions and gas pockets, the body is a meat-machine best managed by chemicals and
prescription drugs, the universe is so big and we are so small as to be inconsequential,
ineffectual, irrelevant. The universe, galaxy, solar system, Earth, and humans too, are accidents
of reality, or the gradual products of competitive natural selection and Darwinian
biodeterminism.It’s a grim syllogism, and we are exposed to it every day in Western countries. It
is implicit in everything that comprises our social and psychological reality. It doesn’t leave us
much room to move, and even if we should move, what could we accomplish?Let’s consider the
alternate version of human and planetary reality, that the Earth is a designer planet. Let’s follow
out this syllogism. A designer planet implies a blueprint, a design, a template or model from
which the material form was copied. A blueprint requires an architect, draftsman, somebody who
drew out the specifications. An architect requires a client, and presumably the client has a
purpose or intention. The client has a reason for wanting the “product” made, and made along
these lines. A blueprint, architect, client, and intent all imply—require—a teleology, an end-goal.
Somebody wants this product made this way to achieve a purpose, perhaps a long-term one. A
purpose implies a fulfillment, an achievement of the original inspiring intent.A thing that is built
will eventually require fixing, maintenance, and here the client has been provided with a copy of
the blueprint, specifications, and operating instructions courtesy of the architect. Regular
maintenance is not only necessary in terms of keeping the product in excellent working trim, but
it’s part of the product design, a way to engage the end-user to look after the beautiful, delightful
product. The fact that the end-user has to periodically fix the product is a clever way of keeping
their interest and attention focused on it; even better, it gives them something to do that requires
intelligence, creativity, fun, and freedom. The secret payoff, planned by the architect, is that the
client realizes how important he is. It’s up to him to maintain and upgrade the product, and his
actions can be powerful.The product is our Earth. The client or end-user is humanity. The
architect is somebody well known though periodically disbelieved in, the Supreme Being. The
design or blueprint is the designer planet, a virtual template of the spiritual worlds. The intent,
purpose, or teleology is to enable human beings (souls with organic bodies) to live responsibly



and interactively in a condition of freedom on a designed planet, and to use those conditions as
a foundation for full self-awareness and illumination.The payoff to this alternate syllogism I think
is impressive. It is empowering. Life has been planned, carefully thought out, executed, and has
a purpose and goal. Our planet was designed to be a workshop for humans to attain full
awakening. Humans were designed to be able to help maintain this workshop which, by the way,
is in constant and reciprocal connection with the solar system, Milky Way Galaxy, and all
aspects of the spiritual worlds or what are traditionally called the Seven Heavens.We know
about designer clothes, designer jeans, and designer labels—now it’s time to learn about
designer planets.In the 1970s, American researchers got excited about the possibility of the
mind controlling functions of the autonomic nervous system, such as heart rate. Scientists
studied yogis from India who had mastered this skill, and they even quantified the degree of
interaction and control the yogis demonstrated. Later, they developed biofeedback technology to
graphically portray how focussed human consciousness could interact with and modulate
usually automatic body functions.They thought they had opened a small door into mysteries of
mind and body, but actually they opened a gigantic door—the door—to the secret of planet
Earth. The entire planet with all its geophysiological functions and their subtle underpinnings
was designed to operate under an equivalent biofeedback mechanism run by humans. Through
focused human consciousness we can modulate geophysiological functions. This ability is not
meant as a means for weekend entertainment, but is part of the design; you could say the
architect factored the human interaction into the equation.As a syllogism, the Earth is a designer
planet leads directly to humans are vitally important to the operation of the design. This is not a
pyrrhic importance, an illusion. No, it is probably the most important fact of Earth life: the Earth
was designed for us. All of matter, whether it is bodily or planetary, is protean, plastic, and
responsive to consciousness. The Earth was designed to afford maximum human-planet
interaction.It doesn’t matter that, except for basketball players, we humans are only five or six
feet tall, don’t weigh that much or individually take up a lot of room, and may not be muscular or
occupy positions of political or economic power. None of this matters; all of this is illusory. The
truth is that humans are awesomely puissant, Light-holders and Light-distributors for a
responsive, interactive, holographic planetary landscape. The Earth’s design is like an electrical
socket; we are the cord that gets plugged into it. When that happens, the planet collects
“electricity” (Light) from the cosmic grid and planet, humanity, all of Nature, everything on Earth,
down to the last pebble, lights up.The design template occupies the focus of this book. It has
many names, including Light body, Light grid, visionary geography, ensouled geography,
celestial Earth, mystical terrain, Earth of Light, imaginal topography, geomythic landscape, but I
bet most of these phrases are unfamiliar to you. Here’s one that may be more recognizable: a
numinous landscape of sacred sites and holy places. The planet has lots of sacred sites, holy
places, and pilgrimage destinations, and since about 1987, people in Westernized countries
have been gradually becoming more aware of them. Indigenous people have been aware of
them for millennia, and interacted with them too. The Harmonic Convergence of August 1987 got



a lot of non-indigenous people out into the landscape perched expectantly for days at sacred
sites, waiting for—what?The “what” was a long-term revelation that individual sacred sites are
portals to other realities and that the entirety of sacred sites is a distributed network connecting
all of Earth to higher states, the spiritual worlds, and the rest of the Milky Way Galaxy. In this
book I document that sacred sites are: purposeful, equipped with inner or normally invisible
aspects, doorways into other realms of experience, functional parts of a planetary body, arrayed
in a great variety of styles with multiple copies.To understand the intention behind sacred sites
you need to see them globally, as several hundreds of thousands of luminous and liminal nodes
in a single Earth body. I show that this single Earth body with thousands of nodes is a functional,
living being, that all the nodes are its vital functional parts, that its overall design is as a
hologram or virtuality of the archetype of the human—humanity’s Self—and the structures and
processes of consciousness, and that it works as a mirror for us of this. Want to know who you
are, where humanity came from, or the Earth, and why? Look into the mirror which is the Earth’s
design template or sacred site landscape. Remember the cliché, It’s all done with mirrors. It is:
the mirror is the design template.Two things happen when we look in the mirror. First, we get a
revelation of our identity. Second, we help the Earth remember herself as a planetary being. An
extra benefit happens too: humanity and planet get realigned to their source. Both need this
realignment regularly because like in a car radio the signal drifts after a while and you need to
fine-tune the reception. Since the solar system and galaxy are living and moving astronomical
beings, we need to periodically adjust our alignment. Our interaction with the designer template
of the Earth through sacred sites is how we do this. Plug human consciousness into a sacred
site portal and fine-tune the Earth.Given the choice, wouldn’t you rather live in a reality in which
your context, that is, body and planet, has been designed for a purpose that requires you to join
in? The purpose? To expand your awareness and sense of self and identity to the fullest, to
encompass the planet, even solar system, and why not, the galaxy as well, to have the full scope
of awareness and puissance in consciousness you once had in “Heaven” but to freely enjoy it
now in the setting of organic human bodies on an organic planet. Freedom and enjoyment,
believe it or not, are hard-wired into the design product. We may not feel we get much of either
these days, but the design accounts for both.The minute we step forward and assume our
responsibility to be wakeful interactors and system maintainers with the planet’s distributed
geomantic body, that’s when we start getting some of that freedom and enjoyment. It’s a contact
high. That’s when we can look under the hood and see the works, as Dashiell Hammett wrote.
That’s when we can enter the architect’s office, as the door is always open, study the blueprints
laid out on the desk, contemplate the beautiful blue-white model on display, our Earth, and see
how the planners turned a great design into a planetary reality.This is the sixth in the series
called “Primers on Earth’s Geomantic Reality.” It’s a primer because mostly it’s a concentrated
introduction to a complex subject. I bring in the Earth because the features are distributed across
the globe so the entire planet is implicated in their reality and application. Geomantic is an old
British term with different nuances; mine is that it is the discipline of figuring out Earth’s energy



patterns and how to use them. Reality means higher or deeper reality, something a bit beyond
the comfort zone of our consensus reality yet very much a planetary truth.The purpose of the
series is to show different ways we can interact beneficially with the planet through its many
geomantic nodes designed just for that. My intent also is to reveal some unsuspected design
aspects of our host planet so that we might form a more respectful and more accurate picture of
what our planet actually is. An additional purpose is to provide enough information, conceptual
models, mythic traditions, field reports, and geomythic adventures to inspire people to find ways
to re-engage themselves with the planet and to pick up the human responsibility we all share to
help maintain it and in effect to continue the Creation on Earth.The escalating problems with the
global environment are starting to get our attention, though not that of the majority of political
“leaders” in the United States. Unfortunately, as we put our focus on the whole planet, rather
than national or even regional landscapes, it is a gaze informed by fear, panic, and uncertainty.
We know we’ve been “bad” to Mother Nature, so what’s she going to do to us in reprisal? That of
course is a catechism from Christianity which informs much of Western culture, and it is based
on an incomplete understanding of the realities of human and Earth interactions, and it puts
everyone on the defensive, as if chased by the Greek Furies.Believe it or not, the truth of the
Earth is joy, the template is infused with it. It’s not a question of punishment or reprisal, but of
rebalancing, readjustments. Maybe that occasions some bumps and turmoil, but its goal is
therapeutic, healing, and curative. The approach to re-instigating our human relationship with
Nature and Earth that I present (and favor) is based on information and amusement,
emphasizing comedy over tragedy, rejuvenating, invigorating life-force over thanatos and death.
The comedian and the comic process, Woody Allen once explained to a journalist, is always
about the attempt to “get you airborne,” to defy everything that pulls you down, gravity, the weight
of life, to open up “a whole crack in the negative.”1 Interacting with the Earth can be like that, and
I present ways to make it happen.What does Welcome to Your Designer Planet! do? It gives you
a look at the blueprint, the designer’s template, or at least part of it, ushers you into the
architect’s field office where plans are converted into tangible realities. I’ve been researching this
subject for 23 years, but probably I have been interested in it for many more years. I say
“probably” because it’s always surprising what a child thinks or dreams about. I’ve had a few
glimpses of my own visionary childhood and I would say I seem to have had some interest in
planetary design, mechanics, and protocols of interaction for a long time, and it also seems in
making visionary forays into the system early on. That’s part of the fun of it, the play, or what the
Hindus call lila, the delightful maya. You can travel around in it, visit places, meet people, learn
things, make a difference.In case, like me, you’re not crazy about physical travel, you’ll see from
Chapter 7 plus from various adventures related throughout the text, you can travel a lot from
home using clairvoyance as your means of transportation and investigation. To a large degree,
this is necessary because from our normal reality vantage point, all of this is usually invisible,
beyond normal perception, and easy to discount because we can’t see it. We credit the tangible
world with reality because we see it constantly. The planet’s visionary geography, or



geophysiological template, is not materially visible or tangible.The thing is I suspect many have
glimpsed it unknowingly, perhaps in a startling dream, or a daydream on a restful beach
afternoon, or in a psychic opening. Those who have had near-death experiences know there are
a lot of interesting things going on just beyond the border of ordinary reality; if you’ve read
visionary reports, such as by Carlos Castaneda or of the flights and deeds of indigenous
shamans, you’ll know too. Some of it has been previewed for us in movies, through special
effects or imaginative plots such as Field of Dreams, which to me is a lovely geomantic primer
about the discovery and operation of a sacred site.Another way to put the crucial principle is that
the Earth, humanity, and spiritual worlds and galaxy are in constant reciprocal communication
and operate in a system of continuous correspondences, where the below (us and the Earth)
corresponds to or is a homologue of equivalent structures and processes in Light above. The
principle of constant correspondences is known as one of the Hermetic axioms, but I have
amended it to refer to three, not two, things: As above (spiritual world, Heavens, galaxy,
archetypes-images), so below (the human microcosmic imitation of that), and in the middle too
(the Earth with the same correspondences as an intermediary). Welcome to Your Designer
Planet! turns on the interplay of these three corresponding realms.The underlying question I look
at in this book is how did the Earth get here, and why does it exist? Another question is this:
does the Earth have a spiritual body and how does that work? Many people have a moment
sometime in their life when they stop, look around, look at themselves perhaps from a different
angle, and wonder why am I here? Why is there reality? Why is there consciousness? Part of
this self-reflexive questioning of one’s basic context is also, I propose, to ask the same of
Earth.The Mayans evidently did, and their seers clairvoyantly read some of the planet’s past, all
the way back to its birth. Later in the book I recount their terraforming creation story where
essentially the planet Earth arose out of three transformations of a dragon. This is not so
outlandish as it might sound; the Norse said the Earth is surrounded by the Midgard-Serpent,
and the Greeks said the dragon or “snake” Ophion is wrapped seven times around Eurynome,
the archetype of the planet. Clearly, the Mayans thought about this question, and came up with
some answers based on empirical (clairvoyant) research. No doubt, it aided them in their
ceremonial practices as performed through Mesoamerica in numerous temples.I subtitle the
book “a brief account of the cosmogony on Earth.” It’s brief for two reasons: I don’t know the
whole picture yet, and any longer would be too long. Cosmogony refers to the stages of
unfolding from creation to full manifestation, and it includes the players, agents, and recipients of
this wonderful largess of planet-making. The cool thing about the way the Earth was put together
is that you can reiterate, experience, even participate in, ritualized performances of this
cosmogony at the sites. The stages of the cosmogony are templated like performance pieces
throughout the Earth, like holograms activated when you step across the threshold of a
numinous site.Why is the Earth here is a valuable question to ask because when you get even a
shred or glimpse of an answer you begin to realize how important the set-up is, what is required
of us, what was given to us. We take the Earth for granted on too many levels. There is no



argument that humanity has abused and despoiled the environment, but that is only the surface
of things, the trashed threshold. We have done the Earth a greater disservice by being oblivious
to its esoteric geography. Yes, it’s part of a Mystery and initiation that require slow and sequential
revelation, but we do not at present even credit the possibility that such a visionary geography
could exist. It’s a tremendous failure of imagination not to conceive of this possibility and in many
cases to actively discredit it and to disavow its existential possibility and probability.Granted, we
have had a lot of help in forming this blind spot. Religions, science, medicine, philosophy,
education, and other subtler psychic influences have all contributed to the darkening of our
imagination and perceptual range. Maybe we were deceived, or seduced, or strong-armed by
authorities—whatever the means, the Earth needs us to snap awake from our long
entrancement, and as soon as possible.Not all have succumbed to the powerful insinuations of
consensus reality. Many people love the Earth and suspect all the sacred sites have more to
them than it appears. But what? Why are there so many? Might they have a hidden, even
collective, purpose, hidden in the sense that we cannot easily or readily discern it? I propose
they do, and this book is a survey of some aspects of that purpose and function.I draw liberally
from mythologies and science as well as my own clairvoyant research to put a plausible picture
together of the mechanics of our designer planet. We have reached a point in our life on Earth
when we need to regain this information. Global climate change and environmental crisis are
forcing us to look at the Earth, to see it as a single if huge planetary system with many
interdependent parts like us. Too many movies it seems are now mocking up what global
collapse and catastrophe through multiple natural disasters might be like, but this view is not
likely to inspire us to action. Rather, it reinforces the assumption of our ineffectuality, and that is a
lie.The lie is so heavy on us we easily mistake it for reality, and it’s hard to push it off. I hope this
book will do some of that heavy lifting to get the lie off you because it dissuades us from taking
any action, worse, from crediting there is a field for action. If we remain there, weighed down
under this tremendous lie, Earth suffers, and the global climate crisis, which is both a challenge
and an opportunity, may play out badly.The opportunity is to learn how to interact responsibly
with our planet, not just on the physical level of carbon emissions and petroleum versus solar
energy economies, but in terms of its subtle distributed network of functional sacred sites, its
Light body. The challenge is that we have to start doing it now, pick up the slack and run with it.
Indigenous people know this and have been interacting as best they can for a long time, but
there’s not enough of “them” any more and there are too many of “us,” too few mechanics and
too many people wrecking the machinery, for that to help enough at this time. Many more of “us”
need to jump into action as players.

1A Blue-White Marble SlowlySpinning in a Scintillating Sack A Geomantic Vision of the Earth’s
Secret SelfLet’s start with a vision:Picture our blue-white planet as seen from space. We’ve all
seen the NASA photographs of Earth revealing it as a glorious round marble floating in solar
space. In fact, the publication of those photos in the 1970s revolutionized our view of the Earth.



Not only did we have irrefutable proof against the medieval mindset that the planet is not round,
but we had the insinuation of a new way of regarding our master context. That we live on a
spherical planet, that regardless of our nationality, we are residents on Earth, or to borrow the
classical Greek name for the planet, we are all Gaians.“Who Was It Who Made the Globe
Correctly?”We can imagine it, but astronauts have seen it. Igor Volk from the former USSR said,
“Several days after looking at the Earth a childish thought occurred to me—that we the
cosmonauts are being deceived. If we are the first ones in space, then who was it who made the
globe correctly?” Volk, I think, was referring not just to the evident sphericity and seeming
perfection of it, but to the fact the sphere exists. Another astronaut, Sigmund Jáhn, from the then
German Democratic Republic, pursued the implications of beholding our host planet as a whole
from a great distance: “Before I flew I was already aware of how small and vulnerable our planet
is; but only when I saw it from space, in all its ineffable beauty and fragility, did I realize that
humankind’s most urgent task is to cherish and preserve it for future generations.”1Behold the
Earth: the white clouds, the brewing, circling storms, blue waters, the dark green continents, the
cities, lakes, mountains, rivers, the radiant shimmering horizon—we on the Earth must imagine
all this, rely on pictures, or visualize it. As Igor Volk added to his comment quoted above, “Then
this thought was replaced by pride in the human capacity to see with our mind.” So let’s see with
our mind.Down there are sites regarded as holy and sacred. Some are mountains, others are
mounds, hills, lakes, or structures made of huge stones, piled into walls or circles or pyramids.
The names of some have entered mass awareness, such as Stonehenge and its trilithons,
Easter Island and its enigmatic and enormous stone heads, the Giza pyramids and their
attendant Sphinx, Machu Picchu and its abandoned city in the sky. Others ought to be better
known, and maybe one day will, such as Angkor Wat and Borobodur, Teotihuacan and Chichen
Itza, Lake Tahoe and Pyramid Lake. Some are entire towns or communities, the focus of
unending pilgrimage and investigation, such as Lourdes, Glastonbury, Sedona, and Santiago de
Compostela. Let’s see these with our mind, and thousands, many thousands more, veiled and
hidden, viable and ruined.How often, if ever, do we think of our planet as a total being, a
planetary “self,” in a sense rotating slowly in space, and wonder what it might look like to
clairvoyance? This is how we shall see the Earth with our mind, with these extended eyes.An
important term to understand here for it will be used a lot is geomantic; it is not too familiar a
word yet in the United States, though in Europe and the British Isles it has become popular. In
earlier days, it meant the divination of the future based on interpreting where thrown stones or
pebbles fell and what patterns they formed, but I think that represents a degradation of its
original meaning and use.Generally, in the British Isles, geomantic or geomancy used in the
context of Earth Mysteries connotes energies of the land. Etymologically, it means divining (the
energy secrets of) Gaia, from mantos (divination) and Ge (Gaia, the name of the planet and its
resident spirit or goddess). I use the term geomantic to mean the process of figuring out or
divining the energy configurations and functions of our host planet, both its physical and subtle
aspects. The word has a second, reflex nuance, for to divine Gaia, to discern its mode of energy



operation, is to divinize the planet, for perception is divinizing, to see is to honor. The implied
step here is that once you have a sense of the functional pattern, the engineering blueprint, you
can use it constructively, proactively, to interact with the planet, give it some light and attention—
divinize it.This teases out a third, perhaps secret or at least recessed, meaning. Once you have
divinized Gaia by giving it love, light, and attention through regular and structured interaction, the
planet becomes geomantic in the sense of divine Gaia. The terrain, filled with light put there
through human and angelic interaction on Gaia’s behalf, helps restore the planet to its original
pristine and heavenly condition. The geomantic planet, truly, is a divine planet or divinized Gaia,
the celestial Earth.Then comes the surprise: Gaia becomes mantic, prophetic, oracular,
speaking on behalf of the galaxy and its gods. Our geomantic planet births the mantic Gaia. And
she speaks to us of cosmic mysteries and revelations embedded in her planetary body.Many
have wondered what the purpose of all these stone structures might have been. Why build all
these monuments and dot the planetary landscape with them? British Earth Mysteries scholar
John Michell noted in the early 1980s, “A great scientific instrument lies sprawled over the entire
surface of the globe.”2 He was referring to the array of geomantic features, which included stone
circles and monuments, straight tracks or leys across the land, and other evident
alignments.Michell is a pioneering figure in this field, and to him the planetary wreck of megaliths
seemed to comprise a pattern, suggest a distributed function. “The vast scale of prehistoric
engineering is not yet generally recognized,” he said, referring both to the engineering marvels of
individual structures as well as to the entire pattern these structures created when seen by the
intelligent eye. He marveled and he wondered at the purpose behind “the construction of a
celestial pattern of stone and earthworks across the Earth’s surface.” It is a key question.A
Sacred Site Is Where Somebody Discovered Eternity and AbundanceThe geomantic features
that preoccupied Michell are all sacred sites, holy places, pilgrimage destinations. But why?
What makes them worthy of our attention? What makes them sacred? What keeps drawing us to
them, looking—for what? Why should an old stone circle, a queer-shaped hill, an empty pueblo
draw us? Some of the sacred sites of Earth are more conspicuously marked than others with
churches, cathedrals, pagodas, grand concourses and plazas, stupas, chortens, avenues of
trees, promenades of standing stones, monuments or temples of some type, so maybe we come
to see these. These diverse stone structures focus our looking, give us something to look at. We
can’t look at the “sacred” itself, but often we can sense it, feel it.What is a sacred site? Scholar of
comparative mythology Joseph Campbell characterized it as “the place of the breakthrough into
abundance … a support for fruitful meditation,” a place where somebody discovered eternity, a
“zone of magnified power.”3 Apparently that zone of magnified power and eternity discovery
lasts a long time for even if we accept the conservative guesses of archeologists as to probable
dates of constructions, most sites are thousands of years old. French scholar Henry Corbin puts
it brilliantly: “It is thus through man and for man that a sacred landscape is created, whose
imaginal topography is marked by the hierophanic places.” Further, the continuous pilgrimage to
such sites and the perpetual initiation one may receive is about the “drama of Knowledge” and



the eventual return to Paradise.4 A hierophanic place is where the sacred has shown forth,
revealed itself, the very act imparting a liminal light to the location rendering it permanently
sacred and capable of perpetually drawing thirsty pilgrims to its fount to taste the spiritual
“waters.”The ancient Indian epic, the Mahabharata, presented a detailed tour of the sacred
fords, or tirthas, of India’s God-infused landscape, and it described the likely spiritual
experiences one could expect at such places or the seers one might meet.5 The holy visitation
of the sacred fords, the poet wrote, was the “highest mystery of the seers.” At Prthudaka, for
example, the ford has such sanctity, is so “sacrificially pure, purifying, and lustrating,” that even
criminals who bathe here go on to Heaven. At Gopratara, a ford in the Sarayu River, the great
god Rama, an emanation of Vishnu, ascended to Heaven with his retainers, troops, and mounts,
so by bathing here one may expect to abandon the body, have one’s soul cleansed of all evil,
and ascend to the heavenly realms by the power of this ford, there to glory in the spiritual
realms.6To read even a few pages of the Varaha Purana which describes holy sites in the vicinity
of Mathura, sacred birthplace of Krishna (an emanation of Vishnu), and the Yamuna River, said
to be Krishna in river form, you get the vivid impression that virtually anywhere in the landscape
is spring-loaded to propel you into the sublime celestial realms with just the merest spiritual
application. Individual tirthas can send the aspirant into final liberation, the worlds of Surya, Siva,
Brahma, Rudra, Vishnu, Krishna, or Viraloka, or anywhere in Creation one wants to go. The
Satya-yuga landscape of India was so primed in this way it is to us today nearly unbelievable to
conceive of a geography equipped with ten thousand mini-trampolines perfectly calibrated to
launch us into the heavenly realms after merely a ritual bath or meditation. The physical land was
so saturated with spirit that the merest touch by humans would produce liberation, translocation,
and residence in the sublimest spiritual realms.How many sacred sites or tirthas does Earth
have in total? The Varaha Purana offers us a number: “sixty thousand and sixty hundred crores.”
That’s 66,000 multiplied by 10,000,000 (one crore=ten million), or 660 billion. One important
pilgrimage location itself, Mathura, has “sixty crores and sixty hundreds tirthas” or 6,060 crores,
which comes to 60.6 billion sacred nodes. Obviously, many of these tirthas must be very small
since the circumference of Mathura’s circular landscape temple (a twelvefold lotus shape) is
given as 20 yojanas (one yojana=eight miles), which is only 160 miles.7In the Varaha Purana,
Vishnu in his boar guise explains the specifics of many tirthas to the Earth, noting holy spots
exist to help people cross the ocean of samsara, or illusory existence. He gives the spiritual
benefits to practicing “penance” or meditation and purifying exercises at each holy spot, and as
noted above, sometimes quantifies their number. Salagrama, another example, has 14 tirthas,
he tells Earth. It also has a tree that Vishnu created out of his maya (magical illusion) and
inhabits as a way of observing activities and infusing the landscape with blissful conditions.
Many of the tirthas transport the meditator to paradaisal realms such as the delightful Nandana
garden with its Apsaras (celestial dancing women) or to the Gandharva world of Caitrangada
and its delights (Gandharvas are celestial musicians) or to the wisdom realm of Brihaspati, the
spiritual regent of the planet and heavenly realm of Jupiter.8Tirthas form by all sorts of deific



interventions, such as killing demons or evil humans. Asikunda (the kunda, or “pit” formed by the
asi, “sword”) was created by Vishnu in his guise as Varaha the Boar when he struck down a
haughty king with his divine sword. The blade pierced the Earth, and when it was withdrawn from
the ground, out came a clod of soil; in that hollow the gods made the Asikunda tirtha. Near
Manasa Ganga, a tirtha was formed where the demon Arista, who had assumed a bull form, was
killed by Krishna’s fist; Krishna sanctified the site by bathing there.It’s hard to conceive how
bathing in water can be so transformative, yet earlier in our planet’s life, water was abale to carry
more light and spirit—it was saturated with both. Metaphysics teaches that on the physical level
what is water is consciousness on the spiritual plane, and the Varaha Purana gives examples of
Vishnu permeating a body of water, from a pond to a river. The Ganges River arose from
Vishnu’s lotus-like feet: it is righteousness in liquid form, the essence of flowing nectar that
destroys all sins, declares the Padma Purana. The Gandaki River in India was created by the
sweat which arose from Vishnu’s cheeks (ganda) while performing austere meditations in the
Himalayas. The sweat collected and formed the river making it capable of removing all spiritual
impurities from those who bathe in it. Vishnu told the Gandaki River it would be foremost and
most holy among rivers because of his presence in it.All of India, we gather, was once a
distributed sacred geography, a terrain of holy sites and landscape nodes that elevated and
even exalted human awareness. Making a pilgrimage to the nodes within this sacred geography
was paramount because it could accelerate one’s liberation from the bondage of ignorance and
materiality. India is saturated with sacred fords and it is a thoroughly known and described
sacred landscape with 12 Jyotirlingams (Shiva lingams or pillars of light), seven holy rivers,
seven holy mountains, five sacred lakes, 51 Sati-pithas (landscape body “parts” of the goddess
Sati), 108 Divya Desh (specially glorified temples), eight self-manifested holy places, seven
sacred cities (Sapta-puris), four Dhamas (abodes of God), and four Kumbha Mela festival sites
(places where the gods’ nectar pot emptied its contents). All of these sites attract regular and
heavy pilgrimage and are the focus of many ceremonies.In Christian nations, pilgrimages to
sanctified sites are common too, such as to Lourdes in France and Santiago de Compostela in
Spain. Even America has a pilgrimage tradition. In New Mexico, during Easter week every year,
up to 35,000 devout Catholics walk 25 miles from Santa Fe (and walk some 90 miles from
Albuquerque) to El Sanctuario de Chimayo near Espanola. Often the pilgrims walk for several
days, starting just before Good Friday. Locally, the small church at Chimayo is known as Little
Lourdes: it has holy dirt believed to sometimes produce miraculous cures and a crucifix that
appeared under unusual (some say miraculous) circumstances.Originally, a Tewa Indian pueblo
occupied the site and the Indians practiced geophagy (eating wet clay for medicinal and
therapeutic purposes); in the 19th century, local Catholics converted the site into a place of
miracle healing and the massive annual pilgrimages began.9 The chapel at Chimayo (the Tewa
Indians called this site and the nearby mountain Tsi Mayoh, in reference to a now defunct mythic
obsidian giant-chief) is the “historic sacred shrine said to be built on land with healing power.”10
This is key. Tomé Hill near Albuquerque also attracts many thousands of pilgrims each Easter;



this site has many petroglyphs from former Indian cultures and several implanted crosses.While
the Easter pilgrimages to Chimayo and Tomé Hill are not explicitly geomantic rituals, their focus
is a sanctified landscape and their actions are a solemn liturgy of respect. The land and the
events that happened there and the fact that the residual sanctity of those events persists is the
rationale for the pilgrimages: it’s a sacred geography and people want to be in it, walk it, and
immerse themselves in it.While Christianity does not cordially embrace matter or the Earth,
possibly the gesture of reverence accorded to individual sacred sites and lands with healing
powers will one day birth in its followers an attitude of reverence and respect for the entire
planet. Maybe one day Christians will regard all of Earth as a holy pilgrimage destination.
Pilgrimage gets you right out in the landscape, interacting with it in terms of immediacy and
direct experience; through it you have the chance to learn how to see its implicit spiritual
structure, the inherent energetic pattern, the global mandala. Seeing the land anew and
contacting its numinous power can be transformative.This has been the traditional view in
Eastern countries, especially Hindu and Buddhist ones. As long ago as 629 A.D., Chinese
Buddhist monk Hsuan Tsang walked some 5,000 miles across Asia in search of enlightenment,
seeking the truth of his being in the land. He sought to “shatter the illusory façade of the world of
appearances and penetrate the diamond-hard innermost heart of Reality itself’ by openly
interacting with a long series of temples, shrines, “Buddhist pearls,” and personal encounters.11
In the spirit of the Mahabharata, Hsuan Tsang visited sacred sites in Asia to accelerate his
awakening and to provide reflections of his higher spiritual self.Greek mythology has left us a few
clues about the same perception once we realize what we are facing. Mount Etna, the towering,
still active volcano in Sicily, was said by both Homer and Virgil to be the site of the smithy and
forge of the Olympian fire-god, Hephaistos. Somehow, inside the volcano Hephaistos labored at
his fires, assisted by three Cyclopes, making devices, implements, thrones, and other objects for
the gods. Along the slopes of Etna lived the Brotherhood of Etna, some 100 Cyclopes;
Odysseus had the ill fortune to be captured by one of them in a cave, the single-eyed
Polyphemus. Greek legend says that long ago Zeus, king of the Olympians, hurled the mountain
onto the monster Typhon (also called Enceladus) to pin him down forever.That’s a lot of myth to
pile up onto one section of a small island. I use the term geomythic to refer to myths that are
specifically rooted to a named topography. Clearly, Sicily’s Mount Aetna is a geomythic volcano,
steaming with attributions. Anthrpologist T. T. Waterman discovered the same thing in the 1920s
his studies of the Yurok tribes model of local geography in northern California. “Mythical stories
are frequently localized very definitely. Place names continually refer to these mythical ancestors
of the Indians” and how they (the immortals called wo’ge) performed important landscape-
creating deeds at these exact locations long ago.12Here’s another example of a tirtha as seen
through the classical tradition. Tiresias, the blind seer of ancient Thebes, is conducting a ritual to
speak to the dead. He’s outside the city in the “open fields of Mars, the fertile soil of Cadmus,” as
the poet refers to Thebes and its Olympian sponsor, Mars (the Greek Ares). Tiresias offers
sacrificed animals to summon the dead to give him information about current events. He



performs his summoning ritual then waits. Then the “bloodless phantoms” arrive: “The chaos of
Elysium appears; the massive canopy of this dark world bursts open” and he sees the
landscapes and denizens and god of the Greek Underworld.13 Tiresias sees through our world
into the Underworld, discerning Hades on his throne accompanied by the Erinyes (the Furies or
Eumenides, death-vengeance spirits). That’s what a tirtha can do: it opens a cognitive door from
our world to the next.Hindu cultural and sacred geography ranks tirthas, or sacred fords from our
physical world to the spiritual realm, on a scale of sanctity. The Daiva tirthas are the holiest as
they resulted directly from the primogenitive and benevolent divine acts of the three principal
gods of Hinduism, namely, Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva. Asura tirthas are those associated with
the antigods or Asuras, confusingly called demons but really agents of chaos. At such places
any of the three Daivas once destroyed Asuras to restore moral order to the world and in effect
resanctify the Asura tirthas. Arsa tirthas have been made holy through the acts of saints and
seers through their austerities, penances, or sacrifices, while Manusa tirthas are believed to
have been sacralized through the acts of rulers of solar and lunar dynasties. Here great
spiritually minded but temporal human rulers established and consecrated temples.India’s
Jainism has a similar classification of holy sites for pilgrimage. A Siddha-ksetra is a site of
liberation for a sage of past days; an Atishaya ksetra marks where divine events happened; a
Purana-ksetra is where holy people and spiritually advanced ascetics called Shalaka-purushas
lived and meditated; and a Gyanaksetra is associated with famous centers of learning or spiritual
teachers.Hinduism also recognizes arca-murtis, forms of the transcendent godhead easily
comprehended by ordinary people and manifesting at known landscape sites. For example, the
Lord manifested at Mathura (Krishna’s birthplace) as Adikesava; at Puri (Orisssa) as Lord
Jagannatha; at Allahabad (Prayaga) as Bindumadhava; at Mandara Hill as Madhusudana. Hindu
sages tell us the universe, as well as the Earth, has millions of such arca-murtis where the
Godhead presents forms of Himself (physical representations) to give pleasure to His devotees,
to help people eradicate sin (karma), and to establish spiritual principles.Regardless of what
these mythic attributions ultimately mean, we have a vivid picture of layers, a geomantic
palimpsest, where, as at Mount Etna, the physical volcano is the outer part, almost the
geomantic place-marker for the inner geomythic part of gods, forges, and monsters. Here even
our materialist conceits are persuasive, for it is impossible for anything like this to take place
inside an active volcano. Therefore, if we credit the myths any reality, the activities and structures
must be in a slightly recessed dimension though in the same space as the volcano’s interior.
Tiresias sees the Underworld through a spot in the physical landscape, and one is
superimposed on the other. Physicists might call this a dimensional overlap or bleed-through.
The two parts are equally valid aspects of the geomantic totality of Etna, and they welcome us at
the threshold of a revelation as to meaning and function, should we be bold to go further.What
are we seeing at tirthas? Let’s see deeper. The word numinous is often applied to sacred sites;
liminal is another term commonly used—both point to an emanation of light, an evocation of the
holy, a shimmering, almost palpable sanctity, as if sites exhale this. The tirthas or sacred fords



are portals from our material world into the spiritual realms starting at marked sites in the
landscape. Sometimes, the fords actually were at physical rivers, but more often the “river” was
an analogy for the dividing line between the physical and spiritual worlds. Sometimes, the tirthas
were place-marked by structures, usually made of stone because stone holds a vibration for a
long time, but other times they were not marked and only psychically visible to the sensitive. The
Jain religion of India takes the concept of tirtha even deeper: a Tirthankara is an enlightened
sage who acts as a ford-maker and may found a tirth, a Jain community that acts as a ford
across the river of human suffering and ignorance.In our overview of the Earth and as we peer
down at these copious and mighty stone monuments, they exude a light, like an exhaled breath
on a cold morning, as if they house not statues or altars but blocks of dry ice. Not only do these
stone citadels emit light, the light in fact seems to enclose them, even to dwarf them in scale, so
that it seems rather that the stone structures are within the light which seems perhaps more like
a luminous cloud, and we’re not sure the light is a physical light, at least the way we know it, but
more an auric emission of something larger and more subtle. It seems redolent of something
fine, ethereal, spiritual, not made of or emitted by matter.
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Quiet Traveller, “Wow! An exciting overview of Gaia, but much more. This is a book that has a lot
of Wow! factor. The premise, the grand picture pretty much blew me away when I first read it. Yet
Leviton writes with such scholarship and authority. This is not your typical UFO, Alien, Entities,
Sacred Sites book, big on declarations but low on scholarship. This author has done his leg and
book work. With an assurance that is noteworthy, he takes us to an understanding far beyond the
'Aliens among us' mentality, light years beyond really.In many ways what can be said of this book
can be said of most in the geomantic series by Richard Leviton. They explain an emerging
understanding of the relationship and connection between humans, the Earth and the Universe -
that we are more like a giant organism than separate parts. This is a very profound, yet, as it
turns out, ancient concept. And an understanding that has been lacking for centuries in the
collective mindset.The author is trying to correct our lack of understanding of this deep
connection we have as humans to the Earth, Gaia, our home. That is a worthy goal in itself, and
is the focus in this book, but where it takes us is far beyond, to our cosmic connection, our
heritage; yet it keeps us firmly planted on Earth, to our necessity in the web of life, the energy
web of Earth; in the web, ultimately, of the cosmos. It is a book which will leave you with a
profoundly changed viewpoint.It is a concept about which more and more is being written.
Where this series by Leviton shines is in it's fully realized concepts. Many authors provide
important parts to the puzzle, but Leviton has synthesized many of these details into a coherent
and credible whole. To read this book is to read our planet's mythologies and history with new
eyes, with new meaning - and as this meaning slowly takes hold in your understanding, you are
left breathless. Much of the information has been literally staring us in the face for centuries. That
alone is worth the reading.While many of the books in this series tend to build on each other, so
that it is more helpful to start with the author's earlier books and go from there (there is just too
much information to put in one book), this one is also a good stand-alone book, and will make
you eager to find out more.For anyone seeking a further understanding of Gaia, our relationship
to Earth, a deeper knowledge of our physical and spiritual connection, and the meaning and
purpose of changes Gaia is going through now (yes, there really are big changes), written with
intelligence, scholarship and lack of new age buzzwords (or disaster scenarios), I highly
recommend it - you cannot go wrong in treating yourself to the insights of this fascinating book. It
is like a big welcome home.”

The book by Stephanie Dawn Clark has a rating of 5 out of 5.0. 1 people have provided
feedback.
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